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and with such good reasons. One of their Captains
arose, and exclaimed very angrily: ‘1 am a man of
war, and not a trader; I came to fight and not to
trade. My glory does not consist in bringing back
presents, but prisoners; and, consequently, I cannot
touch your axes or your kettles. If you are so anx-
ious to have our prisoners, take them; I have still
enough courage to go and find others. If the enemy
kill me, it will be said throughout the country that,
because Onontio kept our prisoners, we exposed our-
selves to death in order to capture others.” [181]
This man having exhausted his vehemence, another
Captain —a Christian, named Charles—spoke much
more modestly. ‘‘ Be not angry, Onontio,’”’ he said
to Monsieur the Governor. ‘‘ It is not through diso-
bedience that we act thus, but because we fear to
lose both honor and life. Thou seest here but young
men; the elders in our country govern its affairs.
If we were to return to our country with the presents,
we would be taken for grasping traders, and not for
warriors. We have given our word to the Captains
of the Hurons that, if we succeeded in capturing any
prisoners, we would deliver them into their hands.
Just as those soldiers around thee obey thee, so must
we perform our duty toward those who are over us.
How could we endure the blame of a whole country
when, knowing that we have taken prisoners, they
would see only axes and kettles? The presents that
thou givest us are much more than is necessary for
restoring those men to freedom, and thy desire alone
[182] would suffice to obtain them for thee, if the
fear of being considered cowards, and heedless per-
sons who do not obey those who command them, did
not induce us to take them back to our country. You



